ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST

 11th December 2011 

 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Annie is taking our service and 

Sandy is preaching this morning
OPENING HYMN: 358 O come, O come, Emmanuel
LIGHTING OF THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE

Lord Jesus, light of the world,

John told the people to prepare,

For you were very near.

As Christmas grows closer day by day, 

Help us to be ready to welcome you now. Amen

Gradual hymn: The Kingdom of God is Justice and Joy
The kingdom of God is justice and joy

For Jesus restores what sin would destroy;

God’s power and glory in Jesus we know,

And here and hereafter the kingdom shall grow. 

The kingdom of God is mercy and grace,

The captives are freed, the sinners find place,

The outcast are welcomed God’s banquet to share,

And hope is awakened in place of despair.

The kingdom of God is challenge and choice,

Believe the good news, repent and rejoice!

His love for us sinners brought Christ to his cross,

Our crisis of judgment for gain or for loss.

God’s kingdom is come, the gift and the goal,

In Jesus begun, in heaven made whole;

The heirs of the kingdom shall answer his call,
And all things cry ‘Glory!’ to God all in all.

Bryn Austin Rees (1911-1983)

Offertory hymn: 209 Hills of the north, rejoice

Final Hymn: Christ be our Light

Longing for Light, we wait in darkness.


Longing for truth, we turn to you.


Make us your own, your holy people,


Light for the world to see.


Christ be our light!


Shine in our hearts.
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Shine through the darkness.


Christ be our light!


Shine in your Church


Gathered today.

2.
Longing for peace, our world is troubled.


Longing for hope, many despair.


Your word alone has the power to save us.


Make us your living voice.
3.
Longing for food, many are hungry. 


Longing for water, many still thirst. 


Make us your bread, broken for others, 


Shared until all are fed.

4.
Longing for shelter, many are homeless, 


Longing for warmth, many are cold. 


Make us your building, sheltering others, 


Walls made of living stone.

5.
Many the gifts, many the people, 


Many the hearts that yearn to belong. 


Let us be servants to one another, 


Making your Kingdom come.

Bernadette Farrell, CCL Licence No. 52208.

THE COLLECT

O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming sent your messenger to prepare your way before you:
grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries may likewise so prepare and make ready your way by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at your second coming to judge the world we may be found an acceptable people in your sight; for you are alive and reign with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts;
kindle in us the fire of your Spirit that when your Christ comes again we may shine as lights before his face; who is alive and reigns now and for ever.

ST JOHN'S NOTICES AND NEWS

www.stjohnskingston.co.uk
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Dec 13th
Choir practice 8.30pm
Dec 15th
St John's School Christmas service 2.30pm

Dec 17th
Decorating the church for Christmas



10am - 12

Dec 18th 
Carols by Candlelight 4.00pm

Dec 24th
Crib Service 4.00pm

Dec 24th
Midnight Communion 11.30pm

Dec 25th
Christmas Day service 10.00am

Jan 6th

Friday Coffee Cafe for Princess Alice

Jan 8th

Epiphany Family Service

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS: There is a small Christmas tree at the back of the church, and a supply of tags so that, if you'd like to, you can write a greeting to all your[image: image3.wmf] friends at St John's on one of the tags and hang it on the tree, rather than write individual cards for everyone. If you would like to make a small donation at the same time, it will go towards Kingston Churches Action on Homelessness, which offers help and advice locally to homeless people and those at risk of becoming homeless.  We shall also be supporting Women and Children First which works to improve the health and wellbeing of women and children in the world's poorest communities, focussing on expectant mothers and newborns.

ST JOHN’S CHRISTMAS CHOIR – singers and musicians wanted to come and join our very relaxed and informal Christmas choir for the Candlelight service on Sunday 18th Dec, no previous experience necessary! Rehearsals will be in the church at 8pm followed by a drink in the Spring Grove, (8.30pm). Just turn up or to find out more speak to Angela, Donna, Claire or Mimi.  Rehearsal this Tuesday, 13th Dec.

LITTLE GROOVERS: The parents/carers/toddlers and babies group meets this Tuesday 9.45-11.15 am at the church.  £1.50 per family.

KINGSTON FOODBANK

Kingston Foodbank is part of a UK wide network which provides emergency food and support to local people in crisis: for example, low income families hit by an unexpected bill or by benefit delay. Non-perishable food is donated by the public and sorted by volunteers, ready to be exchanged for vouchers, which are issued by frontline professionals such as doctors and social workers. 
This project is one of the December charities of the month at Surbiton Waitrose, so if you are shopping there, please give your green disc to support this very worthwhile initiative. 

HELP DECORATE THE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS

We’re now in the four week season of Advent, traditionally in the church a solemn period of penitence and reflection as we prepare for Christmas, and so there are no flowers and the altar cloth and service booklet is purple. 

But we will be dressing the church with beautiful winter foliage, white flowers and lights ready for the candlelight carol service at 4pm on Sunday 18th December. Help or offers of greenery both greatly appreciated on Saturday 17th for a couple of hours from 10am or if you would like to make a donation to the Christmas flowers there is a basket on the welcome table.

The Christmas tree will be decorated on Sunday morning straight after the morning service when any children are welcome to give a hand.

And if you are around for Christmas Eve and your children would like to take part in the Crib Service please get in touch with Mimi or Jan.

REDEVELOPMENT PLANS- WHAT’S HAPPENING??
Although it seems quiet, things are moving behind the scenes.  Since the plans were so warmly received by you in September, we have been taking them out to the community, meeting with various organisations and groups who may have an interest in the development and checking out if our plans are as exciting to them as potential users.  We’ve also been seeking advice from the diocese and beginning to make plans for a major fundraising strategy.
After Christmas there will be a presentation from our fantastic Events Team about all they’ve achieved so far, and an opportunity for people some with time and energy to commit for one year to the group and help plan some more fun and exciting events for 2012.  Do think about whether you could get involved.
SERVICES AT ST JOHN’S

Sundays: 10am Parish Communion with Children’s Church.   1st Sunday of the month: Family Service.

Weekdays: Evening prayer is said on Tuesday to Thursday at 5pm.   Please use the Bloomfield Road entrance to the church.

Contacts

Vicar: Revd Vicky Maunder

Tel: 020 8546 9882 vicar@stjohnskingston.co.uk
Vicky is on maternity leave until 16th July 2012


Administrator: Frances Hazelgrove Tel: 07952085661
admin@stjohnskingston.co.uk
Churchwardens:

Mimi Fagan: 07764 188653 mimi.fagan@tiscali.co.uk 

Jan Hartley: 020 8546 9439 wheeler509@btinternet.com

 HYPERLINK "mailto:jhartley@beachcroft.com"
 Deputy Wardens: Pat Lines, David Hamilton and Jim Duffy
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NOTICES AND NEWS 

Upcoming dates

	11 Dec
	LEP Carol Service 6 pm 

	12 Dec
	Organ recital by Stephen Westrop 1.00 pm

	17 Dec
	All Saints Christmas Concert

	20 Dec
	Community Carol Service 6.30 pm

	24 Dec
	Carols round the Crib 5.30 pm

Midnight Mass 11 pm

	25 Dec
	Choral Eucharist 9.30 am


Local Ecumenical Partnership Joint Carol Service this evening 6 pm

Starting here at All Saints at 6 pm, going on to Kingston Baptist Church and ending at the United Reformed Church. Everyone is very welcome.

Mon 12 Dec Stephen Westrop Recital 1:00 pm

Do please come along if you can – Stephen will be playing music for the Christmas season. Entry is free and there will be a collection in aid of our Appeal. Please note the start time is a little earlier than other lunchtime recitals.

All Saints Christmas Concert Sat 17 Dec 7.30 pm

Once again the choir of All Saints together with Tiffin Chamber Orchestra will fill us with festive cheer. Bring family and friends and we guarantee you’ll get into the Christmas spirit! Tickets are £6 (£! Children). 

We’d love to offer mince pies and mulled wine – if you could help with this or with stewarding on the night, please let Jonathan or the office know.

Community Carol Service 20 Dec 6.30 pm

Everyone is very welcome to this lovely, uplifting service of carols and Christmas readings.

Once again we’d like to put together a ‘scratch’ choir for this lovely Christmas service – please let Jonathan or Keith know if you’d like to take part. Afterwards there will be drinks and light refreshments with entertainment provided by Rock Choir.

Carols Round the Crib on Christmas Eve 5.30 pm

Our much-loved service for children, who are welcome to dress up as characters from the Nativity. (We can even provide the costumes).

Saturday Coffee 7 January

If you could do the Saturday coffee morning on 7th January, please sign the rota on the bookcase.

Kingston Foodbank

Many local families struggle to put food on the table, especially at the end of the month.  Kingston Foodbank provides emergency food, in exchange for vouchers, and support to local people in crisis. The local distribution point is the United Reformed Church – please take any donations of non-perishable food there and they would also welcome any offers of help in sorting and distributing the food.

Sleep Rough so others don’t have to
Richard James from YMCA London South West and Matt Hatton from Kingston Church Action on Homelessness invite you to join them in being sponsored to sleep rough on the streets of Kingston on a cold, dark Saturday at the end of January 2012. This year’s Sleepeasy Event takes place on Saturday 28th January at Memorial Gardens in Kingston. Anyone interested in taking part should visit www.ymcalsw.org/Events/sleepeasy, or contact YMCA’s Sarah Ward on 020 8399 5427 or SarahWard@ymcalsw.org or email Becky Mills at KCAH on beckymmills@blueyonder.co.uk 

Full of Life Project – Age Concern/The Young Foundation

This new project will run weekly volunteer-led groups for people aged 65+ looking at how to lift your spirits and keep your mind active. They are looking for volunteers who would be interested in free training to deliver the course – the dates are 7 – 8 December at the URC. They are also particularly looking for participants. If you are interested, please contact Nina Mguni on 0208 821 2844 or email nina.mguni@youngfoundation.org

Help required for After School Clubs

After school clubs are held at St Luke’s, St Agatha’s and Latchmere Primary Schools.  If you would like to work for one hour a day in the clubs, helping children aged 7-11 to learn to touch type, please send your CV to admin@studyscool.co.uk

Please note that there will be no evensong on Christmas Day.

No Evensong here: the LEP joint carol service starts here at 6 pm.

Readings for 18 December

9.00 am
2 Samuel 7:1-11,16; Romans 16:25-end; Luke 1:26-38 

6.00 pm
Zechariah 2:10-end. Luke 1:39-55
Weekday Communion Services:   Tuesday 12.30pm; Wednesday 1.10pm (both Common Worship); Thursday 10.30am (BCP).

Silent prayer is kept in the chapel Fridays at 12.30 pm

www.allsaintskingston.co.uk    Tel 020 8546 5964

Rector - Rev Jonathan Wilkes     Tel: 020 3132 8717

allsaintskingston@tiscali.co.uk   ask902@googlemail.com
THE READINGS

Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-11

The servant of the Lord said: 

1The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the broken-hearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; 

2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favour, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 

3to provide for those who mourn in Zion – to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 

4They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. 

8For I the LORD love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 

9Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed.

10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

to spring up before all the nations. 

Thessalonians 5.16-24

My brothers and sisters, 16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the words of prophets, but test everything; 21hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from every form of evil.

23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 

/
THE GOSPEL  John 1.6-8, 19-28
Alleluia, alleluia.

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.

All
Alleluia.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John

All
Glory to you, O Lord.

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.

19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’ 21And they asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ 22Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?’ 23He said, 

‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,

“Make straight the way of the Lord”, as the prophet Isaiah said. 

24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ 26John answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.’ 28This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.

This is the Gospel of the Lord



All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY

2 Samuel 7: 1-11, 16.
Romans 16: 25-end. 
Luke 1: 26-38
