ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST

4th  December- SECOND SUNDAY 0f ADVENT
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Annie is taking the service and preaching at our Family Service this morning

HYMN

1.
Long ago, prophets knew

Christ would come, born a Jew,


Come to make all things new,


Bear his people's burden,


Freely love and pardon.

Chorus:
Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring!



Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing!



When he comes, when he comes,



Who will make him welcome?

2.
God in time, God in man,


This is God's timeless plan:


He will come, as a man,


Born himself of woman,


God divinely human.

3.
Mary, hail! Though afraid,


She believed, she obeyed.


In her womb God is laid,


Till the time expected,


Nurtured and protected:

4.
Journey ends: where afar

Bethlem shines, like a star,


Stable door stands ajar.


Unborn Son of Mary,


Saviour, do not tarry.

(c)Stainer and Bell Ltd  Author F. Pratt Green 

LIGHTING OF THE 2nd ADVENT CANDLE

Lord Jesus, light of the world,

The prophets said you would bring peace

And save your people in trouble.

Give peace in our hearts at Christmas
And show all the world God’s love.  
Amen.

THE COLLECT

Almighty God, purify our hearts and minds, that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as judge and saviour we may be ready to receive him,
who is our Lord and our God.  Amen

THE GOSPEL READING   Mark 1: 1-8

1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,

who will prepare your way;

3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

“Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight”’,

4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 

5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 

7He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 

8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’

ADVENT CANDLE SONG

Come and light the candles on the Advent ring

Scattering the darkness till the world shall sing.

We are all God's people waiting in this place.

Hoping that in Jesus we shall see God's face.

Prophet voices speaking like a burning flame

Making sure our world will never be the same.

John the Baptist tells us God wants to forgive,

Calling us to change the way we work and live.

Mary, full of courage, echoing God's yes,

Going on the journey God will greatly bless.

Jesus in the midst of us filling us with joy,

Giving us the life which nothing can destroy.
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HYMN  401 
1.
On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry


announces that the Lord is nigh;


awake, and hearken, for he brings


glad tidings of the King of kings.

2.
Then cleansed be every breast from sin;

make straight the way for God within;


prepare we in our hearts a home,


where such a mighty guest may come.

3.
For thou art our salvation, Lord,


our refuge and our great reward;


without thy grace we waste away,


like flowers that wither and decay.

4.
To heal the sick stretch out thine hand,


and bid the fallen sinner stand;


shine forth and let thy light restore


earth's own true loveliness once more.

5.
All praise, eternal Son, to thee


whose advent doth thy people free,


whom with the Father we adore 
  
and Holy Ghost for evermore.

  Charles Coffin (1676-1749) trans. John Chandler (1806-1876) alt.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER  

Lord, we have broken your bread

and received your life.

By the power of your Spirit

keep us always in your love;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen

FOR YOUR PRAYERS 

Please pray for those who are ill, among them Jim Duffy, John Robey, Zac Power, Angela Wickham, Averil Henshall, [image: image5.wmf]Marjorie Oliver, Pauline Whitfield, Enid Johnson, Terry Lines, Doreen Tulley and Dawn Hillier.

And for those who have died

If you would like someone you know to be prayed for in our intercessions, please speak to Isobel.
Hymn
Like a candle flame,
Flickering small

in our darkness,

Uncreated light

Shines through infant eyes.

God is with us,
 Alleluia

Come to save us,

Alleluia, alleluia.

Stars and angels sing,

Yet the earth

Sleeps in shadows;

Can this tiny spark

Set a world on fire?

God is with us, 
Alleluia

Come to save us,

Alleluia, alleluia.


Yet his light shall shine

From our lives,

Spirit blazing,

As we touch the flame

Of his holy fire.

God is with us, 
Alleluia

Come to save us, 

Alleluia, alleluia.
Graham Kendrick (b.1950) (c)1988  Make Way Music
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after the service.

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY 3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-end; 1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24

John1: 6-8, 19-28

ST JOHN'S NOTICES AND NEWS

www.stjohnskingston.co.uk
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Dec 6th 
Choir practice 8.00pm

Dec 13th
University Carol Service 5.30pm

Choir practice 8.30pm

Dec 15th
St John's School Service 2.30pm

Dec 17th
Making floral decorations to decorate


for Christmas 10am - 12

Dec 18th 
Carols by Candlelight 4.00pm

Dec 24th
Crib Service 4.00pm

Dec 24th
Midnight Communion 11.30pm

Dec 25th
Christmas Day service 10.00am

Jan 6th

Friday Coffee Cafe for Princess Alice

Jan 8th

Epiphany Family Service

BAZAAR – A GREAT DAY AND A GREAT RESULT!

Huge thanks to all who worked so hard and supported our Bazaar in so many ways.  The wonderful total of £4,400 was raised for much needed church funds.

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS:  From this Sunday until Christmas, there will be a small Christmas tree at the back of the church, and a supply of tags so that, if you'd like to, you can write a greeting to all your[image: image7.jpg]All Saints Kingston




 friends at St John's on one of the tags and hang it on the tree, rather than write individual cards for everyone. If you would like to make a small donation at the same time, it will go towards Kingston Churches Action on Homelessness, which offers help and advice locally to homeless people and those at risk of becoming homeless.  We shall also be supporting Women and Children First which works to improve the health and wellbeing of women and children in the world's poorest communities, focussing on expectant mothers and newborns.

ST JOHN’S CHRISTMAS CHOIR – singers and musicians wanted to come and join our very relaxed and informal Christmas choir for the Candlelight service on Sunday 18th Dec, no previous experience necessary! Rehearsals will be in the church at 8pm followed by a drink in the Spring Grove, on Dec 6th and 13th (8.30pm). Just turn up or to find out more speak to Angela, Donna, Claire or Mimi.  Rehearsal this Tuesday, 6th Dec.

LITTLE GROOVERS :The parents/carers/toddlers and babies group meets this Tuesday 9.45-11.15 am at the church. £1.50 per family.

KINGSTON FOODBANK

Kingston Foodbank is part of a UK wide network which provides emergency food and support to local people in crisis: for example, low income families hit by an unexpected bill or by benefit delay. Non-perishable food is donated by the public and sorted by volunteers, ready to be exchanged for vouchers, which are issued by frontline professionals such as doctors and social workers. This project, which launches at the beginning of December, is one of the December charities of the month at Surbiton Waitrose, so if you are shopping there, please give your green disc to support this very worthwhile initiative. 

The Surbiton branch is also organising a 'donations day' on 10 December, when shoppers will have the chance to buy an extra item or two and donate them in store.

CHRISTMAS PREPARATIONS
We’re now in the four week season of Advent, traditionally in the church a solemn period of penitence and reflection as we prepare for Christmas, and so there are no flowers and the altar cloth and service booklet is purple. 

But we will be dressing the church with beautiful winter foliage, white flowers and lights ready for the candlelight carol service at 4pm on Sunday 18th December. Help or offers of greenery both greatly appreciated on Saturday 17th for a couple of hours from 10am or if you would like to make a donation to the Christmas flowers there is a basket on the welcome table.

The Christmas tree will be decorated on Sunday morning straight after the morning service when any children are welcome to give a hand.
And If you are around for Christmas Eve and your children would like to take part in the Crib Service please get in touch with Mimi or Jan.
ST JOHN’S IS PART OF THE KINGSTON TEAM MINISTRY WITH ALL SAINTS IN THE TOWN CENTRE.

SERVICES AT ST JOHN’S

Sundays: 10am Parish Communion with Children’s Church.   1st Sunday of the month: Family Service.

Weekdays: Evening prayer is said on Tuesday to Thursday at 5pm.   Please use the Bloomfield Road entrance to the church.

Contacts

Vicar: Revd Vicky Maunder

Tel: 020 8546 9882  vicar@stjohnskingston.co.uk
Vicky is on maternity leave until 16th July 2012
Administrator: Frances Hazelgrove Tel:07952085661

admin@stjohnskingston.co.uk
Churchwardens:

Mimi Fagan: 07764 188653 mimi.fagan@tiscali.co.uk 

Jan Hartley: 020 8546 9439 wheeler509@btinternet.com
Deputy Wardens: Pat Lines, David Hamilton and Jim Duffy
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NOTICES AND NEWS 

Upcoming dates

	11 Dec
	LEP Carol Service 6 pm 

	12 Dec
	Organ recital by Stephen Westrop 1.00 pm

	17 Dec
	All Saints Christmas Concert

	20 Dec
	Community Carol Service 6.30 pm

	24 Dec
	Carols round the Crib 5.30 pm

Midnight Mass 11 pm

	25 Dec
	Choral Eucharist 9.30 am


Sun 11 Dec Local Ecumenical Partnership Joint Carol Service 6 pm

Starting here at All Saints at 6 pm, going on to Kingston Baptist Church and ending at the United Reformed Church.
Mon 12 Dec Stephen Westrop Recital 1:00 pm

Do please come along if you can – Stephen will be playing music for the Christmas season. Entry is free and there will be a collection in aid of our Appeal. Please note the start time is a little earlier than other lunchtime recitals.
All Saints Christmas Concert Sat 17 Dec 7.30 pm

Once again the choir of All Saints together with Tiffin Chamber Orchestra will fill us with festive cheer. We’d love to offer mince pies and mulled wine – if you could help with this or with stewarding on the night, please let Jonathan or the office know.
Community Carol Service 20 Dec 6.30 pm

Once again we’d like to put together a ‘scratch’ choir for this popular service – please let Jonathan or Keith know if you’d like to take part. Afterwards there will be drinks and light refreshments with entertainment provided by Rock Choir.
Kingston Foodbank – show your support

Many local families struggle to put food on the table, especially at the end of the month.  Kingston Foodbank provides emergency food and support to local people in crisis. Donations of food come from the public and supermarkets. The first Supermarket collection is at Waitrose, Surbiton on December 10 – if you could coordinate your shopping to be there that day it would send a strong and valuable signal of support. The local distribution point is the United Reformed Church – please take any donations of non-perishable food there.
Saturday Coffee 7 and 14 January

If you could do the Saturday coffee morning on those dates, please sign the rotal on the bookcase.
Sleep Rough so others don’t have to
Richard James from YMCA London South West and Matt Hatton from Kingston Church Action on Homelessness invite you to join them in being sponsored to sleep rough on the streets of Kingston on a cold, dark Saturday at the end of January 2012. This year’s Sleepeasy Event takes place on Saturday 28th January at Memorial Gardens in Kingston. Anyone interested in taking part should visit www.ymcalsw.org/Events/sleepeasy, or contact YMCA’s Sarah Ward on 020 8399 5427 or SarahWard@ymcalsw.org or email Becky Mills at KCAH on beckymmills@blueyonder.co.uk 
Calling any Musicians/Singers

The Kingston and District Sea Cadets (on the Riverside just along from John Lewis) would love to have some strong singers, and if possible some musicians, to help lead their annual Carol Service on Sunday Dec 11th at 10.30 am.  Cadets, parents, and friends share in this annual celebration.  If you think you could help, please speak to Peter Hann, the Unit Chaplain, who would be very grateful for any assistance.

Full of Life Project – Age Concern/The Young Foundation

This new project will run weekly volunteer-led groups for people aged 65+ looking at how to lift your spirits and keep your mind active. They are looking for volunteers who would be interested in free training to deliver the course – the dates are 7 – 8 December at the URC. They are also looking for participants. If you are interested, please contact Nina Mguni on 0208 821 2844 or email nina.mguni@youngfoundation.org
Please note that there will be no evensong on Christmas Day.

Evensong here at 6 pm with Ayleward Responses, Stanford in B flat and O thou the central orb (Wood).
Readings for 11 December
9.00 am
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-end; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28; 

6.00 pm
LEP Carol Service
Weekday Communion Services:   Tuesday 12.30pm; Wednesday 1.10pm (both Common Worship); Thursday 10.30am (BCP).

Silent prayer is kept in the chapel Fridays at 12.30 pm

Evensong is said at St John’s Church Tues - Thurs 5.00pm

Sunday Communion Service at St John’s is at 10 am 
www.allsaintskingston.co.uk    Tel 020 8546 5964

Rector - Rev Jonathan Wilkes     Tel: 020 3132 8717

allsaintskingston@tiscali.co.uk   ask902@googlemail.com
Please keep your belongings with you at all times[image: image2.wmf]
During this hymn a collection is taken.  If you are a UK tax payer you can donate by Gift Aid and for every £1 you give, St John's gets an extra 25p.  Please put your donation in one of the Gift Aid envelopes in the back of the seats, adding your name and address.  If you would like to give regularly by Gift Aid please see Jo Need.  Thank you very much for your support.  











