St John the Evangelist has recently opened a Friday morning ‘Coffee Café’ in church, running from 9-11.30am every week. The Café is already popular with parents who have dropped off children at school around the corner and come in to relax over toast or croissants; and we are hoping to welcome a growing number of other local residents as they get to hear what is on offer, including freshly brewed coffee and home-baked cakes. This initiative is part of St John’s Church Regeneration project, whose aim is to transform our church at the heart of the community.  
Former councilor and Christian People’s Alliance activist, David Campanale, is concerned about the impact of national and local cuts on Kingston’s most vulnerable people. He is working towards a borough-wide Christian response. Please email him through: press@cpaparty.org.uk or call 07873 625396
 if you agree with this aim.
Kingston Quaker Meeting

The past year has seen an increase in the numbers attending Meeting for Worship. We hold various activities to introduce members to Quaker faith and practice, e.g. regular discussion of our “Advices and Queries”, a study group on “Becoming Friends”, and – in April – a Spiritual Learning day devoted to our historic Peace Testimony. On two Sundays each month we hold a lively Children’s Meeting. 

More informal fellowship is offered via “bring and share” lunches at our Meeting House, a couple of house groups, and our “Saturday Dining Club”. Meanwhile, a dedicated group of Friends is working hard to bring about our proposed move from Eden Street to a more spacious site on Fairfield East. We hold them in the Light.

The next issue of this Newsletter will be circulated at the end of June 2011, deadline for contributions 20 June. 
Many thanks to all who have contributed to this edition..
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St John’s, Kingston Vale
400th Anniversary of the King James Bible
2011 is the 400th anniversary of the King James or Authorised Bible. This was the third translation of the Bible into English and the conference which initiated the work took place not far from here, in Hampton Court. Although modern scholars have worked on producing a more accurate translation, in its day this translation was accurate and revolutionary. The widespread use of this English translation instead of Latin and later the relative cheapness of printing made available to ordinary people for the first time the words of the Bible in a language they could understand. 
Here at St John’s, we are taking this anniversary as a good occasion to encourage ourselves and others to read the Bible, meeting each month on a Tuesday at 7.30pm to discuss one book of the Bible. Please come and join us - you are welcome to have read the book in any version you prefer.

22 March – Isaiah, led by Sharon Moughtin-Munby, Diocesan

                   Mission Theologian.
12 April – Ephesians, led by Shirley Price.

10 May – Song of Solomon, led by Kevin Scott, Vicar of St 
                    John the Divine, Malden

Kingston University Chaplaincy

400 years of the King James Bible

A panel of three speakers brings expertise in 17th century religious literature, contemporary religious publication and the developing use of new media in Christian publication, helping us to understand the importance of the King James Bible past, present and future. 
Thursday 24 March 6pm at Penrhyn Road Campus, refreshments from 5.30pm. 

Free, no booking required.
Kingston Christian Aid

Christian Aid Week this year runs from 15 to 21 May, and the Christian Aid service will be at Fairfield Methodist Church on 15 May at 6.30pm. There will be the usual market stall, coffee morning (at All Saints) and Flag day on 21 May. As always, collectors for the Flag Day and the house-to-house collection would be welcome – if you don’t know who your church representative is, or haven’t got one, please contact Keith Long on 020 8546 2120 or keithmlong@aol.com
In addition, the Committee has decided in principle to enter into a new kind of partnership scheme. This entails our raising a minimum of £5,000 over a period of about 18 months in addition to the money we raise during Christian Aid Week. This will be dedicated to an identified scheme in Sierra Leone, and the great advantage of the scheme is that every £1 we raise will trigger £3 or so in EU funding, transforming the £5,000 we raise into £20,000. Given the town’s history of raising money for Christian Aid, we are confident this target can be reached, but if you have any ideas for fund-raising events or activities please do get in touch 
Lent Lunchtime Talks 2011

Faith and Public Life

All Saints Church, Kingston Market Place, 1.10-2pm Thursday
17 March – Education: Vanessa Ward, Head Teacher, Tiffin Girls School
24 March – Peace: Prof. Philip Spencer, Kingston University

31 March – Development: Prof. Richard Ennals, Kingston University
7 April – Business: Prof. Martyn Jones, Kingston University

14 April – Politics: Edward Davey MP

Free events, no booking required

St Paul’s Kingston Hill ended January with their traditional Big Breakfast service, in which 240 people from all four congregations came together to enjoy a full cooked English breakfast and commit the year ahead to God, Adding to the sense of occasion was the first appearance in church of Victor Liyanage, the baby born to our curate Sylvester and his wife Lovisa the week before.       
                                             Rev Simon Coupland, 020 8549 8597
Kingston Baptist Church

Thank you for praying for the church. We continue to grow in our diversity which we are enjoying together as a church, and have been able to dedicate the new baby of a couple within the church. Please do pray for our coffee mornings, that are being held on the first Saturday of every month from 11am-2pm at the church. These are one way we are opening our days in order to grow friendships with those outside the church and also raise money for the building project. 
Please also pray for the Girls’ Brigade as they work through changes to the curriculum, and that the girls continue to grow in their understanding of the gospel of Christ for them personally.  

Kingston Churches Winter Night Shelter 2010/11
This is the third year that churches across the borough (and one in Hampton) have worked together, under the auspices of Kingston Churches Action on Homelessness, to run a Winter Night Shelter for homeless people over the coldest three months of the year. Thirteen church buildings are used for the project – seven host the shelter one night a week each for six weeks, then a second group of seven churches take on the baton and host for the following six weeks. The project includes churches of almost every denomination across Kingston, Surbiton and New Malden, with lots of volunteers also joining in from other churches and the wider community.

Each night the shelter provides a warm welcome, a hot evening meal, a (fairly!) comfortable bed and a cooked breakfast for up to 13 homeless guests. We have a GP who visits and this year also a hairdresser! As well as practical services, the shelter also provides a friendly, sociable evening, company, and dignity, to people who are going through a rough phase in their lives. It has been an eye-opening and humbling experience for many volunteers as they see and mix with the wide range of people who are in need of somewhere to stay. It is also wonderful to see our separate churches becoming “the church” to serve those members of our community who – for various reasons – are homeless and marginalized. “Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen? Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter?” 
If you’d like any more information about the Night Shelter, or how you can support it, please contact KingstonWNS@gmail.com
