Kingston WelCare
-making families stronger

....works directly with Kingston families to improve their lives in a variety of ways and works strategically with the Local Authority to provide a Christian-based perspective on the needs of families in the Borough.

Open Day Thursday July 21st 9am-2.30pm 

AGM at 12.30pm
with presentation on “WelCare’s Future – beyond 2012”

All welcome. Drop in for coffee and see what we are doing now for families and what we hope to do in the future.
Are you interested in helping families cope and would you like to join us? We are currently recruiting new Committee Members.
WelCare House, 55/57 Canbury Park Road, Kingston.

020 8546 3258 / admin@welcarekingston.org.uk
KINGSTON FOODBANK

Using the Government’s definition of poverty, the latest statistics show that nearly 5000 children in Kingston upon Thames are living in poverty. Kingston Citizen’s Advice Bureau report that debt advice enquiries are at an all time high and 61% of enquiries they receive are related to debt, benefits or tax credits issues. Families contacting CAB are often at crisis point.

When you have no financial safety net, a sudden crisis, such as bereavement, benefit delay, redundancy or illness, can leave you unable to feed yourself or your family. Foodbank is part of a national network that mobilises churches and communities to provide emergency food to people in crisis.
If you would like to know more about how you or your church can be part of setting up a Foodbank in Kingston please get in touch with Paul Pickhaver at The Community Church (pickhaverfamily@tiscali.co.uk or 07789 012554). Foodbank is part of the work of The Trussell Trust (www.trusselltrust.org).

The next issue of this Newsletter will be circulated at the end of October 2011, deadline for contributions 20 October. 
Many thanks to all who have contributed to this edition..
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Kingston Christian Aid

The Kingston Christian Aid Committee has decided to commit itself to raise £5000 between now and October 2012 towards a project to provide clean safe water in the Pujehun district in the south of Sierra Leone. We have made this commitment because by doing so we can unlock EU aid money towards the same project: if we hit our target, every £1 we raise will be matched by £3 from EU sources. This is clearly a major commitment on top of what member churches already do for Christian Aid; but we are hoping to broaden the appeal by involving local schools and other organisations. If you would like more information about the project, or have any good fundraising suggestions, please contact your church’s Christian Aid representative (or, if you don’t have one, Keith Long at keithmlong@aol.com) 
In the beginning was the Word … a special event in the heart of Kingston to mark the 400th anniversary of 
the King James Bible.
All Saints Church, Kingston Market Place, is looking for volunteers from across the community to read short sections of the King James Bible in a day-long celebration on Saturday 17 September. The day will run from 10am to 7.30pm, ending with a performance of choral settings of bible texts.

To volunteer as a reader, or to request further information,

please contact All Saints Church on 020 8546 5964 or allsaintskingston@tiscali.co.uk  
Do look in on the day to support us and listen to the Word!
Heritage success! All Saints has been granted £899,000 by the Heritage Lottery Fund. This will fund the removal of the Coronation Stone to the north churchyard, reopening the north door and improvement to our presentation of the church’s place in the story of Kingston. We particularly aim to attract and involve school children and the 21 million shoppers who visit Kingston each year.

King’s Church, Kingston 

It’s been an exciting last few months at King’s Church Kingston. We’ve moved from meeting at Fern Hill Primary School to now meeting at the TA Centre in the Portsmouth Road, where we seem to be off to a good start. We enjoyed gathering our biggest ever crowd for our launch of the venue on May 22nd, when the Deputy Mayor and local Councillor Andrea Craig were able to join us. More recently we had an enjoyable and fruitful Community Action week, which involved various projects and activities.

God is good and things are moving forward.

Child Contact Centres

Kingston United Reformed Church is currently exploring whether we can offer space for a group to run a Supported Child Contact Centre. Supported contact is for parents who can’t agree to meetings in domestic venues, or who are concerned about meeting each other when children are dropped off or the non-resident parent doesn’t have the space. Several families can share the space in the centre. Formal membership of the National Association of Child Contact Centres, which provides training, accreditation, CRBs and support, is being considered. 

The aim is to open on Sundays from 2nd October; however, more volunteers are still needed. Anyone who might be interested in being involved or who would like to know more should please contact Emily Young e: youth@kingstonurc.org or t: 07960 330556

John Bunyan Baptist Church
During the summer holiday period the church will again go on its travels! While the minister is away, we will visit other churches in the Town Centre Local Ecumenical Partnership to join their Sunday morning worship. 

Our numbers are small, but we enjoyed worship with larger congregations when we hosted two civic services for the last Mayor of Kingston, Councillor Chrissie Hitchcock, while our minister was Mayor’s Chaplain. We have regular joint services with the Immanuel Korean Methodist Church who share our building. The Grace Sanctuary for All Nations Church who worship in the Basement have also joined us from time to time, and recently held a baptismal service when ten people were baptized. 

Kingston Baptist Church

Daniel Macleod has completed his period of training at Spurgeon’s College and moves on from being Minister-in-Training in Kingston to join the team of a New Frontiers Church in Bromley. The church has been grateful to God for Daniel’s ministry, and said farewell to Daniel and Toria after an Outreach concert at the end of June. Over the next six months the church will be supported by the local Baptist District who will among others provide people to conduct worship regularly at the usual time of 10.30am.

Please do pray for us as we go through this time of transition and make decisions as to what God is leading into next. Please pray also for faith and boldness in this challenging period, that we would see Jesus at work and bringing much salvation and life in the church and in Kingston. 

KingsGate Church
7th,8th and 9th July are dates to diarise! WORD ALIVE is a montage of short plays by James Burke-Dunsmore. Audiences can expect fresh creativity, tender moments, a good laugh and a chat with cast and crew over refreshments after the performance. Whether you are of any religious persuasion or none, come along and interact with Adam and Eve in the garden or Jonah in the whale’s belly, and put any questions or challenges you may have. This production is about you, the audience. Performances at 7.30pm, 

+ 2.30pm on the 9th, at KingsGate church (opposite Oceana nightclub). For more detail, please contact Linda Potgieter on 07881767478 or visit kingsgatechurch.org.uk.
All Saints Church Listening Ministry

All Saints Church in Kingston Market Place offers hospitality on weekday and Saturday mornings in terms of tea, coffee and a friendly chat. We also provide trained listeners for people who want something a little deeper, and we’re hoping to expand the listening team and offer the service in the afternoons as well. 
We will be training new recruits for the listening ministry later this year (exact dates to be finalized during the summer) and would welcome enquiries from members of other churches. The training takes place in the daytime. Further details: Sandy Cragg, sandy@toadstool.co.uk. Tel:020 8546 5931 from 9th August.
