St JOHN THE EVANGELIST
9TH FEBRUARY 2020
3RD SUNDAY BEFORE LENT
PARISH COMMUNION

Mark is taking our service
And Sandy is preaching today
Everyone is very welcome at this service
If you have very young children, there are busy bags with activities in you can pick up near the welcome table to use during the service if needed.  If your child gets restless you are welcome to take them to the children’s quiet area where there is a bit more space for them and books and paper and crayons for them to use.
HYMNS 
Opening: 129 Fill thou my life, O Lord my God
Gradual: 298 Let there be love shared among us

Offertory: 391 O thou who at thy Eucharist didst pray 
Final: 514 Thou whose almighty word
Many thanks to Wendy
for playing the organ at today’s service
During this hymn a collection is taken. If you are a UK tax payer you can donate by Gift Aid and for every £1 you give, St John's gets an extra 25p. Please put your donation in one of the Gift Aid envelopes in the back of the seats, adding your name and address.   If you would like to give regularly by Gift Aid please see Jo Need.  Thank you very much for your support.
THE COLLECT
Almighty God, who alone can bring order to the unruly wills and passions of sinful humanity: give your people grace so to love what you command and to desire what you promise, that, among the many changes of this world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Amen
THE READINGS
ISAIAH 58.1-9A
Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. Yet day after day they seek me
and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that practised righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous judgements, they delight to draw near to God. 
‘Why do we fast, but you do not see?
Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?’
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast-day, and oppress all your workers. Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high. 
Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself?
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord? 
Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly;
your vindicator shall go before you,the glory of the Lord shall be your rearguard. Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 
Thanks be to God.
I CORINTHIANS 2.1-12
When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. 
Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. None of the rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But, as it is written, ‘What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who love him’— these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. For what human being knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. 

Thanks be to God.

THE GOSPEL – MATTHEW 5.13-20
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

All:  Glory to you, O Lord 

‘You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 

‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 ‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfil. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

All: Praise to you O Christ 
POST COMMUNION
Merciful Father, who gave Jesus Christ to be for us the bread of life, that those who come to him should never hunger: draw us to the Lord in faith and love, that we may eat and drink with him at his table in the kingdom,

where he is alive and reigns, now and for ever.

Amen
Readings for next Sunday: Genesis 1.1-2.3, Matthew 6.25-end
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PLEASE STAY FOR REFRESHMENTS 

AFTER THE SERVICE
[image: image2.wmf]FOR YOUR PRAYERS

Please pray for those who are ill 

and those in particular need of prayer 

Ann Cooper, Florence Hicks, Bill and Luanne Higgins, Jenny Metherell. Please also remember the students at Kingston University in your prayers, especially those who live in our parish.

And for those who have died, including Alan Bennett and Peter Evans.
________________________________________
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will meet again on Monday 2nd March from 2.00-4.00pm. 

We are very pleased that John Cotton will be coming to give us a talk entitled “My Archeology : A Career in Ruins”.  John will be bringing some exhibits and show projected pictures.  We invite anyone who is at home that day to come and join us for what will be a very interesting afternoon ending with tea and cake. 
St JOHN’S NOTICES AND NEWS

www.stjohnskingston.co.uk      
SERVICES
FEBRUARY

Sun 16TH 
2ND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT

9am Holy Communion 

    10am Sacred Space with Children’s Church

Sun 23RD
SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT

10am Parish Communion & Children’s Church

MARCH

Sun 1st
1ST SUNDAY OF LENT


10am All Age Communion

Sun 8th
2ND SUNDAY OF LENT


Parish Communion and Children’s Church
MORNING PRAYER:
Morning Prayer will be said in Church on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday mornings at 9am, please feel free to come and join in this reflective service of the word. 

WEEKLY DATES FOR THE DIARY:

Tues 7-8pm
Yoga with Georgie Edwards

& Thurs 8-9pm
the.knotted.yogi@hotmail.com 

Tues 9.30-11.30am
Little Groovers 

Banquet Records shows at St John’s

We are delighted to be hosting shows for Banquet Records. On Thurs 6th Feb we had Polica – a real fine synth-pop band all the way from Minneapolis. And onTuesday 25th we are hosting the brilliant Bombay Bicycle Club. Now sold out. https://www.banquetrecords.com/events 

Save the date: Parish Weekend retreat
We have booked Wychcroft Retreat centre, Redhill, for a parish weekend retreat from the evening of 11 September until lunchtime on 13 September. The leader for the Weekend will be the Rev Prof Steve Walton. Steve is a renowned academic (please feel free to google or look at Steve's blog). He is also an ordained priest in the Church of England.  Steve is a lively and energetic speaker who will inform, enlighten and entertain.

We are now discussing the theme for the weekend, thinking about who might lead the Children's work and considering the logistics.

Cost is to be confirmed but looks to be in the region of £150 - £180 per adult, 50% reduction for a child, this includes the rooms, the chapel, all food and even some snacks!

I have reserved 30 spaces - if you would like to make a provisional booking then please speak to me as soon as possible to avoid disappointment! Thanks, Mark.
Little Groovers
Our friendly parents/carers and toddlers/babies group meet every Tuesday, from 9.30-11.30am in the church, providing a safe, friendly environment for new-borns to children waiting for nursery places to play.  £1.50 a family. Refreshments provided.  Come and enjoy meeting new friends over a cup of coffee.

Children’s Church on Sundays

In the Children's Room: Diddy Disciples is worship and storytelling for babies, toddlers and young children. Under 3s must have a parent/carer with them, but older children are encouraged to come unaccompanied once they are settled in the group. Downstairs in the 'Crypt': children of 7 and up meet for bible story, discussion and creative activities.

Calais Refugee Donations

There are currently around 1200 refugees stuck in Calais and Dunkirk, they have no camps to stay in as police regularly move them on, and so face severe health risks from hypothermia over winter. They require clothes, particularly small men's/unisex clothes and warm/waterproof clothing, blankets and sleeping bags, to help the refugees stay warm. They also require toiletries, such as soap, women's sanitary products, toothpaste/toothbrushes, etc... And tents (broken tents are fine as parts can be used individually). Sensible footware like trainers and boots are also useful. There will be a box labelled in Church for donations or get in touch with dom.tweed@gmail.com 
Volunteering Opportunity
Dyscover is a charity that supports people with aphasia, a communication disorder usually brought on after a stroke or brain injury. They are looking for a volunteer Group Host to help at our Kingston support group on a Tuesday to welcome our members and their carers, make teas and coffees and socialise with the members during coffee breaks. This is a lovely role that would suit someone with a few hours to spare each week that wants to really make a difference to small local charity, be part of a supportive team and make some new friends. We offer initial and ongoing training and support and would love to hear from anyone who thinks they might be suitable. For more information contact Liz Grace, Volunteer Co-ordinator on 01737 819419 or email lgrace@dyscover.org.uk/ www.dyscover.org.uk
ASK Topical Lunch Thursday 20 February
In the United Reformed Church, Eden Street.  Kingston Borough Leader Liz Green reports on the year just gone; looks ahead; and invites your questions and feedback.  Starts 1pm, finishes 1.45pm.      
The Diocese of Southwark: Events & Courses in the new year: For more information and to book please visit ministryandtraining@southwark.anglican.org:
· Care for Creation – Do you? on Saturday 29 February, 9.30am–2.30pm, Trinity House.  Free, with lunch provided.
· Spiritual Direction: Spiritual direction is the process of being alongside someone as they deepen their relationship with the spiritual aspect of being human.  It enables people to see how God may be touching their lives.  If you are a good listener in this way, you might like to explore training as a Spiritual Director.  A course run by SPIDIR begins in September 2020 at St George The Martyr Church, London, SE1 1JA.  For more information, visit the SPIDIR website: https://bit.ly/2Ekd3qO
CONTACTS FOR ST JOHN'S 
Vicar: 
Rev Mark Stafford
vicar@stjohnkingston.co.uk Tel: 020 8546 9542

Mark does not work on Fridays.
Parish Administrator:
Sarah Grant Duff 

admin@stjohnskingston.co.uk
Sarah works Wednesday evening and Saturday morning. If you need to pop in and see her, she is available in the Church office on Wednesdays 7-8pm and Saturdays 9-10am  
Hall bookings:
Frances Hazelgrove  
parishhall@stjohnskingston.co.uk 

Tel: 07952 085661
Parish Safeguarding Officer: 
Mimi Fagan 
mimifagan@gmail.com
07764 188653
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St John’s is a member of Inclusive Church.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.inclusive-church.org.uk" �www.inclusive-church.org.uk�








Help needed…





Dear all


Have you ever thought about becoming a sides person, reading the Bible in Church, leading the intercessions, helping to run one of the children’s groups, administering Holy Communion, making tea and coffee after the service or serving the Altar?





If you have then ……. Now is the time to act.


I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who are involved in creating such beautiful worship, but also encourage others to consider taking on one of these roles.





The more people we have involved in the worship, the better and we will each bring something different, something new and something fresh to the services, which is a good thing.


We are looking for volunteers to help with our Sunday worship, have a think about it and if you have any questions please come and have a chat.





Thanks, Mark








Further Volunteering opportunities at


St John’s





St John’s is a warm, friendly, relaxed Church and we would love your help.


Come and join the fun!





Children’s Church


We are looking for leaders and/or helpers to ‘sit in’ with the groups. Work with children is an important part of the life of St. John’s and we would love to involve some other members of the congregation in all the fun! Please let Mark know if you can help.





Banquet records shows


We have had a great group of volunteers who have helped at the gigs we have held at Church previously, but we would like to build a rota for these events. If you would like to be included on the rota please let Sarah know at � HYPERLINK "mailto:admin@stjohnskingston.co.uk" �admin@stjohnskingston.co.uk�. It’s a really fun way of supporting the church and getting the opportunity to listen to live music and see the Church in ‘gig’ mode!




















