ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST

WORSHIP
15TH MARCH 2020
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
Mark is taking our service
and preaching today
This is a quiet communion service with a short                                                                                                          reflection and no hymns.

Instead of a collection being taken during the service there                                                                                                                  is a collection plate at the back of the chapel. If you are a                                                                                                                     UK tax payer you can donate by Gift Aid and for every £1 you give, St John's gets an extra 25p. Please put your donation in one of the Gift Aid envelopes in the back of the seats, adding your name and address. If you would like to give regularly by Gift Aid, please see Jo Need. Thank you very much for your support.                                                                    
COLLECT  
Almighty God,

whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified: mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen
EXODUS 17.1-7
From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. The people quarrelled with Moses, and said, ‘Give us water to drink.’ Moses said to them, ‘Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?’ But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, ‘Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?’ So Moses cried out to the Lord, ‘What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.’ The Lord said to Moses, ‘Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.’ Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarrelled and tested the Lord, saying, ‘Is the Lord among us or not?’
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL – JOHN 4.5-42
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

All:  Glory to you, O Lord 

So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. 

A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a drink’. (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?’ (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, “Give me a drink”, you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.’ The woman said to him, ‘Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?’ Jesus said to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.’ The woman said to him, ‘Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.’ 

Jesus said to her, ‘Go, call your husband, and come back.’ The woman answered him, ‘I have no husband.’ Jesus said to her, ‘You are right in saying, “I have no husband”; for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!’ The woman said to him, ‘Sir, I see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshipped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.’ The woman said to him, ‘I know that Messiah is coming’ (who is called Christ). ‘When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am he, the one who is speaking to you.’ 

Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no one said, ‘What do you want?’ or, ‘Why are you speaking with her?’ Then the woman left her water-jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, ‘Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?’ They left the city and were on their way to him. 

Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, ‘Rabbi, eat something.’ But he said to them, ‘I have food to eat that you do not know about.’ So the disciples said to one another, ‘Surely no one has brought him something to eat?’ Jesus said to them, ‘My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. Do you not say, “Four months more, then comes the harvest”? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, “One sows and another reaps.” I sent you to reap that for which you did not labour. Others have laboured, and you have entered into their labour.’ Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, ‘He told me everything I have ever done.’ So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there for two days. And many more believed because of his word. They said to the woman, ‘It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Saviour of the world.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord  
All: Praise to you, O Christ

POST COMMUNION
Merciful Lord, grant your people grace to withstand the temptations of the world, the flesh and the devil, and with pure hearts and minds to follow you, the only God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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FOR YOUR PRAYERS

Please pray for those who are ill 

and those in particular need of prayer 

Nicole, Diana Read, Ann Cooper, Bill and Luanne Higgins, Jenny Metherell, Frances and John, K and Lisa. Please also remember the students at Kingston University in your prayers, especially those who live in our parish.

And for those who have died, including Mary Preston and Neil Carl Pinchbeck.
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PLEASE STAY FOR REFRESHMENTS 

AFTER THE SERVICE
______________________________________

St JOHN’S NOTICES AND NEWS

www.stjohnskingston.co.uk                   

MARCH SERVICES
Sun 15th
3RD SUNDAY OF LENT

9am Holy Communion 

    10am Sacred Space with Children’s Church
Sun 22nd
4TH SUNDAY OF LENT

MOTHERING SUNDAY
10am Parish Communion & Children’s Church
Sun 29th 
5TH SUNDAY OF LENT

10am Parish Communion & Children’s Church
MORNING PRAYER:
Morning Prayer will be said in Church on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday mornings at 9am, please feel free to come and join in this reflective service of the word. 
EASTER SERVICES

Sun 5th   PALM SUNDAY: 10am All Age Communion

Joint service with Kingston Methodist Church. The service will start with praise in Kingston Methodist Church and then process to St John’s for a reflective communion service (with Children's Church) that opens Holy Week and starts our journey into the new life of Easter.

Mon 6th
Taizé worship service 7.30pm 

This type of worship involves sung and chanted prayers, meditation, a period of silence, liturgical readings, and icons. There is no preaching. This will be a joint service with the United Reform Church.

Thurs 9th

MAUNDY THURSDAY 7.30pm

Maundy Thursday service and supper followed by Vigil. An act of worship based on a shared meal. During our time together we will reflect on Jesus meeting with his disciples to share the Passover meal. The service will lead into the vigil, when people can prepare for Good Friday and Easter through private prayer and reflection. (Please let us know if you would like to come for the meal, so we can prepare enough food).

Fri 10th
GOOD FRIDAY

10.30am
Children’s Workshop - A brilliant event for Children and young people
12 noon 
Diddy Disciples service for Good Friday 

2pm 
Good Friday service: A service of reflections and prayer focusing on Jesus’s words from the cross
Sun 12th 
EASTER DAY: 10am Parish Communion 
With Easter Ceremonies, and Easter Egg hunt for the Children
WEEKLY DATES FOR THE DIARY:

Tues 7-8pm
Yoga with Georgie Edwards

& Thurs 8-9pm
the.knotted.yogi@hotmail.com
Tues 9.30-11.30am
Little Groovers 
Saturday 11am-1pm
Community Café

Notices from our Vicar, Mark Stafford

Community Café
Please remember that we are here every Saturday between 11am-1pm with great value food and snacks.

First Aid
Does anyone hold a valid first aid qualification? If so, would you like to be the Church first Aider? If you would like to know more than please have a chat with Mark or one of the Wardens and find out a bit more. Thanks, Mark.
Confirmation service 29 March 2020, 18:00 at All Saints Kingston
We are fortunate to have 3 adult members of our congregation who will be confirmed at All Saints on Sunday 29/3/20 at 6pm. This is a wonderful service where they will ask God to renew their faith and rededicate their lives to walk closer to Christ. It is important that we pray for them in the coming weeks, but also support them by attending their confirmation service too. Could you all please pray for Mark, Omid and Sheida as they prepare for their confirmation. 

Women Children First (UK): Thank you for donating
We have received a letter from the charity thanking St John’s for their support. Through the kind donation they received from St John’s from the Christmas collection during services, the charity has been able to empower more women and children in some of the world’s poorest communities, helping them to survive and thrive. If you would like to see a copy of the letter, please ask Isobel.

Little Groovers
Our friendly parents/carers and toddlers/babies group meet every Tuesday, from 9.30-11.30am in the church, providing a safe, friendly environment for new-borns to children waiting for nursery places to play.  £1.50 a family. Refreshments provided.  Come and enjoy meeting new friends over a cup of coffee. Can you help?
Little Groovers only runs thanks to the kind parent and carer volunteers who take it in turns to arrive slightly early to open-up and set out the toys and close up afterwards. Rachel who is currently doing this for us is due to have her baby in 5 weeks’ time so we need to find a volunteer/s to help in the interim. If you can help, please let Sarah know. Contact details on the back of the sheet.
Calais refugee collection
During lent we will be suspending the usual collection for Calais in order to focus our attention on our chosen Lent Charity Kingston Churches Action on Homelessness. Please see the Lent Holy Week and Easter booklet for more details.
Lent charity collection
This year we will be supporting Kingston Churches Action on Homelessness - KCAH current needs are: sleeping bags, Oyster cards (so that service users can get to appointments), Coffee shop cards (for one to one client/support worker meetings outside of the office and for when we take clients on outings), Asda vouchers, and good condition men’s jogging bottoms. We will also be holding a family sleepout in Church to raise funds too, on the night of 4th April, please see separate notice. 

Family sleepout: a fundraising challenge to help the homeless: 6pm on 3 April 2020
As you will be aware, St John’s will be raising funds and awareness for the work of Kingston Churches Action on Homelessness over Lent this year. As part of this we are inviting Children, young people and their families to Sleepover in Church in aid of KCAH (children must be accompanied by a parent or guardian). The young people and their families will arrive at 6pm and have dinner together in church, this will be followed by games and activities and lights out at 10pm, and then have a light breakfast in the morning. It promises to be a fantastic experience for the children and one that they are looking forward to it. Cost will be £20 per family. Please talk to Emma Lloyd- Williams, Emma Peries or Jennifer Marshall for more details.

Easter Choir

We will have a choir for Easter Day at St John's.  We have a lovely new organist, Wendy, who is keen to help us pull a choir together for this special service.  We will hold 3 rehearsal dates, do come if you can on Sunday March 15th, March 29th and April 5th at 11.15 in the church.  As always, the choir is open to everyone so feel free to pass this email on to anyone who might like to join us. Thank you, Mimi.

Concerts at St John’s:

We have lots more great live music to come at St John’s in the weeks ahead:

· Friday 13th March: The Jazz Sanctuary https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/launch-night-with-alex-hitchcock-trio-jack-yardley-quintet-tickets-93707863743  

· Wednesday 18th March: The Shires

https://www.banquetrecords.com/the-shires
· Saturday 28th March: American Troubadour Songs and Stories www.ticketsource.co.uk 
Save the date: Parish Weekend retreat
We have booked Wychcroft Retreat centre, Redhill, for a parish weekend retreat from the evening of 11 September until lunchtime on 13 September. The leader for the Weekend will be the Rev Prof Steve Walton. Steve is a renowned academic (please feel free to google or look at Steve's blog). He is also an ordained priest in the Church of England.  Steve is a lively and energetic speaker who will inform, enlighten and entertain.

We are now discussing the theme for the weekend, thinking about who might lead the Children's work and considering the logistics. Cost is to be confirmed but looks to be in the region of £150 - £180 per adult, 50% reduction for a child, this includes the rooms, the chapel, all food and even some snacks! I have reserved 30 spaces - if you would like to make a provisional booking then please speak to me as soon as possible to avoid disappointment! Thanks, Mark.

Children’s Church on Sundays

In the Children's Room: Diddy Disciples is worship and storytelling for babies, toddlers and young children. Under 3s must have a parent/carer with them, but older children are encouraged to come unaccompanied once they are settled in the group. Downstairs in the 'Crypt': children of 7 and up meet for bible story, discussion and creative activities.
The Diocese of Southwark: Events & Courses in the new year: For more information and to book please visit ministryandtraining@southwark.anglican.org
Spiritual Direction: Spiritual direction is the process of being alongside someone as they deepen their relationship with the spiritual aspect of being human.  It enables people to see how God may be touching their lives.  If you are a good listener in this way, you might like to explore training as a Spiritual Director.  A course run by SPIDIR begins in September 2020 at St George The Martyr Church, London, SE1 1JA.  For more information, visit the SPIDIR website: https://bit.ly/2Ekd3qO
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St John’s is a member of Inclusive Church.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.inclusive-church.org.uk" �www.inclusive-church.org.uk�








CONTACTS FOR ST JOHN'S 


Vicar: Rev Mark Stafford


� HYPERLINK "mailto:vicarstjohnkingston@gmail.com" �vicarstjohnkingston@gmail.com� Tel: 020 8546 9542


Mark does not work on Fridays.


Parish Administrator: Sarah Grant Duff 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:admin@stjohnskingston.co.uk" �admin@stjohnskingston.co.uk� Sarah works Wednesday evening and Saturday morning. If you need to pop in and see her, she is available in the Church office on Wednesdays 7-8pm and Saturdays 9-10am  


Hall bookings: Frances Hazelgrove  � HYPERLINK "mailto:parishhall@stjohnskingston.co.uk" �parishhall@stjohnskingston.co.uk� 


Tel: 07952 085661


Parish Safeguarding Officer: Mimi Fagan � HYPERLINK "mailto:mimifagan@gmail.com" �mimifagan@gmail.com�


07764 188653











