St John the Evangelist Kingston

Mission Action Plan 2022
Our Priorities for 2022/23
The Parochial Church Council regularly discussed and monitored our MAP progress during 2021 and we implemented most of our agreed actions.  A notable achievement is the Phase 2 building work which has transformed the church for worship and community engagement.  At their meeting in August 2022, the PCC agreed the MAP priorities set out in this leaflet for this year.  It was felt important to be realistic about what could be achieved, with there being a vacancy for a new team vicar.  In agreeing these actions, we have kept in mind the vision of our Diocese of Southwark:  Walking with Jesus, Welcoming, Growing.  Other areas of our church life will continue as before, but a special emphasis will be given to the priority areas outlined in this Mission Action Plan.

St John’s Vision Statement (2022/23)
Our vision is for St John’s to be at the heart of this community, a church rooted in the love of God and sharing the love of God with all.

To be:
· An inclusive community, welcoming and honouring all in Jesus’ name, however they may describe their faith or lack of it

· A compassionate, outward looking church, serving our local community, concerned with the needs of people and with care of the earth

· A church growing in faith, love and generosity, by nurturing our spiritual life, offering joyful services and supportive friendships

Vision Prayer
Stay with us Lord,

Open our eyes and set our hearts on fire,

As we open your word

As we break your bread

As we live your life.

Enrich us with your grace,

Empower us by your Spirit,

Enfold us in your love

As we walk the journey of faith with you.

Amen

Discipleship
We believe God calls us to a richer, deeper way of living, through nurturing a questioning, enquiring faith.

We believe discipleship calls us to care for and protect God’s creation, and to raise awareness of environmental issues, so our priorities are:

To provide more opportunities for spiritual reflection for those of every age to get to know Jesus and to nurture their faith.

· Establish a new Bible study group and explore fellowship groups

· Explore how we can support and nurture the faith of our young people

· Integrate ‘diddy disciples’ into church fellowship

To raise awareness of environmental issues and to be a more environmentally friendly church.
· Re-establish and energise Eco-Group

· Work towards a bronze eco-award

· Consider environmental issues in any future building works

Diocesan vision:  Walking with Jesus and getting to know Jesus as we journey on.

Welcome and Community
We believe God loves all people without distinction and calls us to share that love with all in our parish through welcome and hospitality and through serving those in need, so our priorities are:

To improve our communications with local people so they know how St John’s can serve them.
· Review and improve our online presence

· Create posters for our Sunday services and advertise throughout the community

· Develop links with local schools

To improve further the church as a place of welcome and hospitality.

· Develop a vision for separate room for multi-purpose use

· Obtain premises licence to meet that vision

To seek to serve those in need.
· Continue our involvement with Kingston Community Refugee Sponsorship

· Progress the partnership with Refugee Action Kingston

· Continue involvement with Acts 435

Diocesan vision:  Welcoming all, embracing our diversity and seeking new ways of being church.


Growth
We believe God calls us to build a loving, generous community where all are valued and important and where all are encouraged to share their gifts, so our priorities are:

To reconnect with those no longer coming to church.
· Reach out to those who have been part of our church at one time with an invitation to special services.  For example, annual service for baptism families

To develop our pastoral care and encourage more lay involvement in parish life.
· Provide support for Julie Bishop in her vocation to become a Licensed Lay Minister

· To explore and implement options for a non-Eucharistic service

To build on the recent Bishop's Mission Order.
· To develop friendship with Sacred Space Kingston and to work together on mission projects

· To build links with Kingston University through Andrea Campanale 

Diocesan vision:  Growing in numbers, generosity, faith and discipleship as we grow God’s kingdom.

